
     How quickly 
this year has passed!  
As I come to the end 
of my first year as prin-
cipal, I thought it may 
be a could time to re-
flect on the year and 
this wonderful Heritage 
Community.  When we 
look at what makes a 
healthy and happy 
community there are 
many stakeholders in-
volved.  The most im-
portant are the fami-
lies.  I have had the 
privilege of meeting 
most of our Heritage 
families and getting to 
know many of you very 
well.  What I have 
seen are families who 
support their children 
in all ways!  I have al-
so seen families that 
give countless hours 
volunteering and mak-
ing great things hap-
pen here at Heritage.  
Heritage Elementary is 
a strong, happy place – 
because of all of you.                   

The next part of 
the Heritage Communi-
ty that contributes to 
our healthy environ-
ment are our staff and 

teachers.  I am including 
all our Heritage staff – 
our maintenance team, 
nutrition team and all 
support staff, as well as 
our teachers.  All of us 
collectively do our part to 
make Heritage an educa-
tional environment where 
students are safe and 
ready to learn.  Our 

teaching staff are com-
mitted, happy, and fo-
cused on your child(ren).  
Our custodial crew keep 
the building looking awe-
some – as well as keep it 
a safe place always!  Our 
cafeteria staff know your 
children and enjoy work-
ing with them!  We have 
had dancing carrots and 
peas, costumes on cinqo 
de mayo, and many oth-

er festive lunches due 
to these wonderful la-
dies.      

The next part of 
our healthy Heritage 
Community is the won-
derful Mrs. Jefferson 
and Mrs Ingui. Together 
they answer countless 
calls, greet parents and 
guests, and solve many 

unexpected problems.   
They make the opera-
tion of a school day 
work – and they do it 
well – and with a smile!  
They have been a tre-
mendous help to me 
this year and I am very 
grateful.   

Last, but certainly 
not least – I have truly 
enjoyed working with 
Mr. Farr.  Thank you, 
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Mr. Farr, for all you do 
to make our Heritage 
Community rich with 
fun activities that our 
students will never for-
get. As a new principal, 
I have truly valued Mr. 
Farr’s insight and per-
spective – we have 
worked well together 
and I look forward to 
many years of our 
teamwork.  

So, as we head into 
the last of these school 
days of 2016-2017, I 
would like to give a col-
lective ’thank you’ to all 
the stakeholders here at 
Heritage.  I have 
learned a lot from all of 
you and feel I am on 
very solid ground.  Just 
as important, I have 
enjoyed this year!  As I 
have said it many times, 
it is a blessing to have 
your children here with 
us for their K-5 educa-
tion.  Their smiles, hugs 
and laughter make my 
day.  Enjoy the summer 
days ahead!  

 
Mrs. Conlin 
Principal 

Follow us on Twitter! 

@Conlinprincipal 



 

     Thank you to everyone 
who helped their students 
participate in the district’s 
Reading Madness incen-
tive program!  Our stu-
dents at Heritage did a 
great job reading—the 
total number of pages 
read was 317,515.  Wow! 
     On Wednesday, May 
17th we will be having ice 
cream parties for those 
students who participated 
in Reading Madness (i.e. 
turned in at least one 
completed reading log).  If 
your child cannot eat ice 
cream, please let me know 
and we will provide a non-
dairy popsicle for that stu-
dent.  Each participant will 
receive a certificate and a 
bookmark, and the top 
readers who read the 
most pages will receive 

gift cards to Barnes and No-
ble.  The top readers at Her-
itage are listed below: 
 
Grades 3-5 
1st place:  Estella Bickley 
(Calvarese) - 11,579 pages 
2nd place:  Lizzie Zolandz 
(Von Fricken) - 9,605 pages 
3rd place:  Roman Guile 
(Domenici) - 5,763 pages 
 
Grades K-2 
1st place:  Khiya Daniel 
(Euston) - 5,799 pages 
2nd place:  Decker 
Reitemeyer (Mathe) - 5,203p 
3rd place:  Jasmine Chen 
(Bowser) - 3,367 pages 
 
Students have also been 
busy learning and working in 
library.  Kindergarten and 
First Grade students have 
been reviewing the differ-

     Heritage is brimming 
with creative stu-
dents.  They continue to 
amaze me with their 
unique ideas, problem 
solving skills, collabora-
tion, craftsmanship, and 
dedication to following 
through with difficult 
projects.  One of the 
hardest tasks I have is to 
choose just ten students 
to represent Heritage 
each year at the annual 
Red Clay District Art 
Smart Show at the Dela-
ware Art Museum.  The 
following students creat-
ed exemplary art work 
this year and their pieces 

are on display as a sam-
pling of the hard work of 
all of our students.  
 
Lucas Conner  
Aubrey Hargrove  
Nathan Moyer  
Luciana Bonis 
Jane Gentry 
Naomi Hobbs 
Finn O’Donnell 
Kelsey Shahan 
Eva Newman  
Elizabeth Zolandz  
Madison Butts  
Cameron McIlvain  
Emma Powell  
     Congratulation to 
those students!  The ex-
hibit is on display 

Celebrating Young Artists at the Delaware Art Museum 
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Library Update:  Reading Madness and More 
can then be checked out 
in the library. 
     Finally, Fourth and 
Fifth grade students just 
completed an Internet 
Safety unit.  The students 
learned how to be safe 
when they go online in-
cluding identifying appro-
priate sites, apps and re-
sources for their age, 
posting appropriate infor-
mation, handling inappro-
pritate requests, and how 
to identify, prevent and 
deal with cyberbullying.  
Please be sure to ask 
your child what they have 
learned about being safe 
online! 
 

Jen O’Neill,  
Librarian 

 
Jennifer.o’neill 

@redclay.k12.de.us 

through May 21st.  Ad-
mission to the entire mu-
seum, including the dis-
trict Art show, is free on 
Thursday evenings and 
Sundays.  You can al-
ways view your child’s 

ence between fiction and 
non-fiction books and have 
been reading books on my-
ON.  Second grade students 
have been learning about 
the different sections of the 
non-fiction section and 
where to find books of all 
topics.   
     Third grade students 
have been working hard on a 
collaborative biography re-
search project and book in 
library, art and technology.  
In library, each student re-
searched a famous person 
using the online resource 
Pebble Go.  The students 
then drew a portrait of their 
person in art and created 
their individual page in tech-
nology.  The final product 
will be a book of biographies 
for each class—the books 

art work on our online 
gallery at Artsonia.com. 
 
Creatively Yours, 
Mrs. Pohlman 

Students from the Hey Day Community Art cluster created a colorful set of wings for the Heritage hallways! 



 

     Congratulations 
to the Kindergarten 
students!  They did 
a wonderful job 
performing their 
musical.  Who knew 
singing about 
earthworms could 
be so much fun?!  
     Also, hats off to 
the fourth and fifth 
grade chorus, 
strings, and 
band.  These stu-
dents definitely 

showed off their tal-
ents at the spring 
concert.   
     Everyone is invit-
ed to our next perfor-
mance – May 25th is 
Heritage night at the 
Blue Rocks stadi-
um!  The fourth and 
fifth grade chorus will 
sing the National An-
them at the 6:30 pm 
game.  Tickets can 
still be purchased at 
the door the night of 

     Two words can help you 
prevent learning loss this 

summer: enrichment and 

involvement. Academic delay 
that occurs over the summer 

is one of the greatest prob-
lems confronting teachers 

each fall. In fact, when your 
children return to school, 

they may have experienced 

such learning loss during the 
summer, that they will need 

to spend several weeks 
catching up to where they 

once were academically. 

Parents who stay involved 
and vigilant for those teach-

able moments over summer 
vacation can bond with their 

children, get to know them 
better, and have a lot of fun 

learning together. 

     Challenge yourself this 
summer by deciding to en-

rich your children so that 
they can return to school in 

the fall without having lost 

any academic ground. Here 
are a few tips that worked 

for me: 

1. Visit your local  
library. A family trip to the 

library is a wonderful source 
for many activities. This in-

cludes taking turns reading 
to one another, sharing in-

terests and opportunities for 

you and your child to write 
and discuss your choices of 

reading material. You can 
also record stories that you 

and your children create for 

one another, to be played 
back at bedtime or by a 

babysitter when you have a 
night out. 

2.  Encourage your chil-
dren to connect with oth-

er children. Having a pen 

pal or a book club over the 
summer is a free and fabu-

lous way of engaging read-
ing and writing, English and 

literature. 

Reading Corner:  Fun Ways to Help Prevent Summer Learning Loss 

May/June, 2017   Heritage Elementary School     page 3 

Choir and Music Updates 

 

Mrs. Lillis 

3.  Cook with your chil-
dren. Cooking is a great 

way to teach about meas-

urements and how to use 
fractions. Theme nights for 

dinner not only teach cook-
ing skills, but math, as you 

teach your child how to 
measure and convert 

weights, volumes and num-

bers. Using an historical 
cookbook for a taste of his-

tory can help you and your 
family re-enact events im-

portant to our past. History 

will be remembered when 
linked to a delicious meal, 

including an historical des-
sert. 

4.  Play school with your 
children. Let your child take 

turns being the teacher, with 

other children or with your-
self. Include the creation of 

lesson plans, colorful pencils 
and workbooks. 

5.  Get into the act with 

the game.  Hope to 
see you there! 

the whole family. Putting 
on family plays, writing 

scripts, rehearsing and 

memorizing parts can help 
your child not only learn 

about writing and organiza-
tion, but also about per-

forming. Try musicals, which 
can tap into your child’s mu-

sical talents and skills, while 

all along building self-
esteem. 

6.  Spell F-U-N with fam-
ily game nights. Family 

game night including Scrab-

ble, Taboo or crossword 
puzzles, is a great way for 

your child to polish up on 
spelling. And simply enlarg-

ing your summertime vocab-
ulary daily will increase your 

child’s.your children in math. 

Your kids will love it, be-
cause they will feel grown 

up, imitating you. 
Adapted from Dr. Gail Gross 

Mrs. Lynn Smail 

Fourth grade students playing a rhythm matching game 

http://psychcentral.com/lib/prevent-the-summer-academic-backslide/00016585
http://psychcentral.com/lib/prevent-the-summer-academic-backslide/00016585
http://images.uncyc.org/commons/2/22/Musical_note_3_dennis_bo_01.svg
http://images.uncyc.org/commons/2/22/Musical_note_3_dennis_bo_01.svg
http://images.uncyc.org/commons/2/22/Musical_note_3_dennis_bo_01.svg


 

     What is soil made 

of? If you don’t know, 

then just ask a second 

grader and they will 

tell you. Second grad-

ers have been learning 

about soil in class 

and even went to 

Coverdale Farm 

for a program 

called It All Starts 

with Soil. This pro-

gram enables all 

students to discov-

er soil and how it 

influences plants, 

animals, and peo-

ple. The children 

were actively en-

gaged in conduct-

ing various soil 

experiments. They even 

got to plant four corn 

seeds in the field. Every-

one got down and dirty…

a fun time was had by 

all!  

     The third grade stu-
dents were very busy in 
April.  In math, the fo-
cus of our study was 
word problems.  We 
have moved on to stud-
ying properties of vari-
ous geometric shapes. 
     Reading instruction 
continued to center on 
the practice of various 
comprehension strate-
gies such as:  drawing 
conclusions, fact and 
opinion, sequencing, 
and compare and con-
trast.  We also learned 
many new vocabulary 
words. 

     In writing, we have 
begun work on our ex-
pository pieces and we 
continue to hone our 
grammar and punctua-
tion skills. 
     This May we are 

looking forward to our 

field trip to Herr’s Pota-

to Chip Factory.  We are 

also enjoying our eco-

nomics unit, Mini Socie-

ty.  The kids have come 

up with a great variety 

of creative products 

that will be ready for 

sale in early June, on 

Market Day. 

Third Grade News:  May and June 
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Second Grade News 
     Fourth grade will 
continue to develop 
and reinforce our com-
prehension skills and 
strategies while read-
ing our stories.  We 
encourage you to have 
your child read for at 
least 20 minutes each 
night and ask your 
child to practice their 
reading skills at home 
by asking them to 
summarize or retell the 
text, and ask and an-
swer clarifying ques-
tions about the story.   
     In Math, students 
will explore geome-
try.  Students will use 
a protractor to meas-
ure angles and use an 

equation with a symbol 
for an unknown angle 
measure.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
Week of May 15th:   
Reading and Math In-
ventory Assessments 
May 24th:  Delaware 
Symphony Orchestra 
Field Trip  
* Please make sure 
your child is in attend-
ance on these days.  
June 2nd:  Hagley Field 
Trip 
June 8th:  Picnic 
and Kickball  
Tournament 

Fourth Grade News 

Mrs. Fitzgerald’s class took advantage of the nice weather to 

celebrate their writing pieces “Luau Style” in the courtyard. 



 

     Fifth grade is gear-
ing up for an exciting 
end of the year!   
Parents, please mark 
these important dates 
on your calendar: 
May 15 – Field trip to 
Delaware 
History  
Museum  
June 8 –  
Jerry Kling 
Memorial 
Kickball 
Tournament 
June 9 – 5th 
grade picnic 
June 12 – 
Moving Up 

Ceremony 
 
Details about each 
event will be sent home 
as the dates approach.  
 
 

Fifth Grade News 
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     First Graders are 
learning to tell time in 
math. They are also 
learning about the at-
tributes of different 
shapes. 
     In science they are 
observing organisms. 
There are pill bugs and 
millipedes as well as 
fish and snails!! The 
students are excited!! 
     The First Grade End 
of Year picnic is June 
9th  at 11:00. Pizza will 
be served. Students are 
encouraged to bring a 
drink and a snack. Par-

ents are welcome to 
attend.  

First Grade News 

 

 
Heritage Elementary is now on 

 

 

Please like the 
Heritage Elementary Library 

Facebook page! 
Get news and updates about 
the library program and our 

school! 
 

Spread the word! 
Heritage Elementary Library 

@heritageelementarylibrary 

 

Thank you! 

 
We just want to say thank you to all the stu-
dents and parents of the RBA for our beauti-
ful and thoughtful gifts and cards! It’s been 
such a joy to watch you all play with such 
heart and determination. We look forward to 
working with you all again next year.  
To the fifth graders, we are so proud of each 

and every one of you. We will miss you all 

next year! 

Good luck 

and don’t 

forget to 

come visit.      

– Ms. Treml, 

Mr. Farr, and 

Coach Joe 



 

     Kindergarten has 
been working on Push 
and Pull for science.  To 
end this fun unit we will 
be visiting the bowling 
alley to see which force 
(push or pull) is at work 
in the bowling alley.   
     We are 
also working 
hard to learn 
all of our 
sight 
words.  Keep 
practicing at 
home!! 
     Kinder-
garten is al-
so learning 

about wood and the 
properties of 
wood.  Can you find 
things in your house 
made from wood? 
 
   
 

Kindergarten News 
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     Heritage Elementary 

has started a new after 

school program, The 

First Tee. The First Tee 

is a national program 

that introduces young 

people to the game of 

golf and its values. The 

First Tee has estab-

lished Nine Core Values 

that represent some of 

the positive values con-

nected with the game 

of golf. These Nine Core 

Values (respect, courte-

sy, responsibility, hon-

esty, sportsmanship, 

confidence, judgement, 

perseverance, and in-

tegrity) are incorpo-

rated into each activity.         

This year our students 

have been introduced 

to putting, chipping, 

pitching, and the full 

swing with lessons and 

advice from a profes-

sional golfer.  In part-

nership with Deerfield 

Golf Course, students 

were also given the op-

portunity to visit, utilize 

the putting greens, and 

go to the driving range 

at Deerfield.  All stu-

dents who participated 

are also given the op-

portunity to participate 

in an on course playing 

class this summer for 

free! 

Heritage Tees Off! 

     First grade has been 

discussing the 7 Habits of 
Happy Kids.  The habits 

are:  
1. Be Proactive- Take 

charge!  

2. Begin with the end in 
mind- setting a goal 

and having a plan!  
3. Put first things first, 

“have to’s” before the 
“want to’s.”  

4. Win Win- everyone can 

win!  
5. Think first to under-

stand, then to be un-
derstood. Listen before 

you talk!  

6. Synergize- working to-
gether! Two is better 

than one!  
7. Sharpening the Saw- 

having Balance 
     Here are some activities 

to try at home for younger 

and older children. For old-

er children, encourage them 

to write in a journal every 
day, or to start a blog. Sub-

scribe to magazines that 
have an educational value 

or to read good books! Join 

a gym or start a regular 
exercise program. Pick an 

organization to volunteer 
with for you and your child. 

Visit a museum or try a new 
type of food -expand your 

horizons and try new 

things. Parents- make sure 
you are modeling these be-

haviors because when they 
see you doing it, they will 

join in too!  

 
Mrs. Riley 

tina.riley@ 
Redclay.k12.de.us   

Guidance Corner 
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News from Ms. Leies: Teacher of Talented and Gifted* 

*TYPE I Activities – These are exploratory activities designed and provided by the Teacher of Talented and Gifted to expose 

students to a wide variety of subject areas, expand the scope of experiences provided through the school and to stimulate 
new interests. They can include contests, guest speakers, learning centers and mini-courses.  

Nominations and Testing for  

the Talented and Gifted Program 
The selection process for next year’s 

Talented and Gifted Program is under-
way. Parents who wish to nominate their 

current first, second, third, or fourth 

grade child should send a note (or 
email) to Ms. Leies and request a Parent Nomination 

Form. Please include your child’s name, grade and hom-
eroom teacher. (The form can also be accessed from my 

webpage.)  
Second, third and fourth graders already in the program 

do not need to be renominated.  

The Talented and Gifted Program emphasizes task com-
mitment (working long and hard), above average ability 

(in subject areas) and creativity (having many, different 
and new ideas). For more information please visit my 

website.  

                
Mary Leies 

Teacher of Talented and Gifted  
Heritage Elementary School 302-454-3424 x125 

mary.leies@redclay.k12.de.us  
http://www.edline.net/pages/RCHeritage/Classes/G160-

0002 

 
Numbers  Bee Winners at Heritage* 

Heritage students in grades 3– 5 competed in a school 
Numbers Bee. The top three grade level students were 

selected to compete in the 15th Annual Numbers Bee 

Competition at Brandywine Springs School. Numbers 
Bee is an online math program. Students can  

access Numbers Bee both at home and at school. This 
program improves fluency with numbers, problem-

solving skills and speed and accuracy of numbers and 

operations.  The following students represented Herit-
age.  (Their placement at the Competition is indicated 

following their name.) Third Graders: Braydon Fields 
(4th), Carter Geffe (2nd) and Micah Moore (6th); Fourth 

Graders: Naomi Hobbs (8th), Eva Newnam and Ethan 
Seifert (6th); Fifth Graders: (pictured below): Micah  

Dulos, Roman Guile (9th) and Gio Palermo (10th) 

 
 

Arbor Day Poster Contest* 

Fourth and Fifth grade students designed posters for the 
theme “Trees Are Terrific—From Acorn to Oak”. Thanks to 

all the participants—there were so many beautiful posters 
submitted. Winners for Heritage were fourth graders Luci-

ana Bonis, Naomi Hobbs, Chase Puszkarczuk and fifth 

grader Micah Dulos.  

Heritage Students Place 2nd in Science Olympiad 

On May 6th, twelve Heritage 5th grade students 
participated in the Elementary Science  

Olympiad at Wilmington University. The Olympiad is a 

competition between elementary schools throughout New 
Castle County. There were 21 schools competing this year. 

Students used math and science skills to solve problems 
and perform tasks. Students practiced before and after 

school with coaches Ms. Leies, Mr. Guillen, Mrs. Glanz, 

Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Guile, and Ms. Netta. 
Students participated in and won medals in a variety of 

events—Anatomy, Can Race, Density, Chopper Challenge, 
Rocks and Minerals, Large Number Estimation, Pasta 

Bridge, Starry Night, Straw Egg Drop and Write It, Do It. 

Students are commended for their teamwork, effort and 
task commitment. Students and coaches loved our awe-

some Science t-shirt designed by Mr. Guillen. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Front 

Row: 

Davante Pruitt, Kevin Sparks, Daven Kaufmann, Nathan Moyer, Evelyne Kim and Caroline 

Hudson.  

Back Row: Kaden Netta, Maura Campbell, Jimmy Campbell, Giovanni Palermo, Roman 

mailto:mary.leies@redclay.k12.de.us
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May—June Calendar 
 

May 15th – Odyssey of the Mind Ice Cream Party 6:00 – Cafeteria 

May 24th – 4th Grade to DE Symphony 11-2 

May 24th – Odyssey of the MInd leaves for MI 

May 25th – 3rd Grade to HERRS 

May 25th – Kindergarten Bowling – Force and Motion 

May 25th – Heritage Chorus at the Blue Rocks Game 

May 26th – Joe Corbi’s Pizza Party 2:00 

May 26th – Spirit Day – Heritage Spirit Wear 

May 29th – Schools Closed – Memorial Day 

May 30th – Volunteer Luncheon 

May 31st – Multicultural Day – Chinese Acrobats 

June 1st – Mini Society – 3rd Grade 

June 2nd – 4th Grade to Hagley 

June 7th – 3rd Grade Picnic / K Picnic 

June 8th – 2nd Grade Picnic / 4th Grade Picnic / 4th and 5th Grade Kickball Tournament 

June 9th – 1st Grade Picnic / 5th Grade Picnic 

June 9th – 5th Grade Celebration 6-8 

June 12th – 5th Grade Moving Up Ceremony 9:30 

June 13th – Last Student Day 1:00 dismissal Lunch will be served 

 


